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From the President..

Dear GLBBS Friends,

This Stem2Stern has lots of good news to share�  There’s an article about two amazing sisters who have supported the school from its inception 
as well as stories of alumni who are thriving in their careers in the marine industry�   I’ve included in this issue news about our successful 
implementation of the new Marine Service Technology program as well as how the school’s status as a conduit for Federal Financial Aid has made it 
possible for more students to enroll�  For the first time in the school’s history we have full enrollment and a waiting list!

In the midst of all the challenges COVID-19 has brought, the students and staff at the school are well and with appropriate social distancing and 
other protective measures they are immersed in either the Comprehensive Career Boat Building program or Marine Service Technology program�  

GLBBS Board of Directors has been working diligently to develop a Strategic Plan which will expand program offerings at GLBBS and increase 
enrollment�  The plan is ambitious, but the proven past resolve of the Board of Directors and supporters is relentless�  The efforts from our Board 
of Directors and the support of our faithful friends were the cornerstone to the school’s first 15 years of success and will continue to be in the 
next 15 years�  As the school embarks on implementing the Strategic Plan, we look forward to continuing to make an impact on the lives of our 
students and community�   

Your support of the school has made all this possible!  This year, as GLBBS celebrates its 15th year, I want to thank each of you for the many types of 
support you have provided, from sponsorships to in-kind contributions to your financial gifts�  You are appreciated!

If I sat down with you over a cup of coffee, I could elaborate about the good things that are happening at the school and how supporters like you 
make that possible�  The school’s future will be even brighter if we can build a cadre of folks who commit to monthly giving�  Consistent monthly 
giving helps the school build a long-term sustainable future� 

Would you consider becoming a monthly donor?  I am asking you to make a one-year commitment to give at least $15 per month to the school�  
Of the funds received from monthly donors, 15% will be set aside for student scholarships with the remainder being used to help the school 
grow new programs and enroll more students�  Thanks for considering becoming a monthly donor�  You can set up monthly giving on the 
school’s webpage glbbs�edu/powerof15 or if you have questions you can call me at (906) 484-1081�

Gratefully yours,

Nikki Storey, President
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Visit us!
ONSITE OR VIRTUALLY

Enroll by December 1st at Great Lakes Boat 
Building School to Secure Your Spot.

Great Lakes Boats Building School (GLBBS) is an accredited* Marine Trades 
Institution, offering small classes that are in high demand.  We prepare 

students for rewarding careers in the marine industry.  Upon graduation, our 
students enter the workforce as industry-ready craftsmen and technicians.

Don’t leave your career to chance and risk being waitlisted next Fall. Join us 
for one of our School Visit Days or Virtual Visit Days to experience GLBBS! 

IT’S NEVER TOO EARLY TO 
Chart Your  

Course!

W
hat the students have been up to...

ONSITE VISIT EVENTS

Saturday, November 7th 
10:00 AM – 2:00 PM
Saturday, February 13th 
8:30 AM – 1:30 PM

Saturday, June 5th
10:00 AM – 2:00 PM

VIRTUAL VISIT EVENTS

Thursday, December 3rd
7:00 PM
Saturday, January 16th
10:00 AM

Tuesday, March 16th 
2:00 PM
Thursday, April 15th
7:00 PM
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485 S� Meridian Rd� 

Cedarville, MI  49719
Secure your spot &  
register online at  

glbbs.edu/visiting-campus/
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When the future has a conversation with history, the present is invited to create 
something new. When an idea is planted, invisible as it is, and cultivated with dreams, hopes, faith and 
a firm persuasion, then, as Antoine St. Exupery once said, “A pile of rocks ceases to be rocks when 
somebody contemplates it with the idea for a cathedral in mind.”  
In July 2005, there was a meeting of a few people in 
Cedarville including sisters Janet Carrington and Nancy 
Ayres�  An idea was presented for a school to train boat 
builders� The history of the Les Cheneaux Islands, rife 
with wooden boats and boat building, was offered an 
invitation� Janet and Nancy, of seven generations of the 
Noyes family living in the islands, were invited to tell a 
little of their love story with GLBBS�

“Janet and I were both enthusiastic about the idea,” 
said Nancy Ayres of that July invitation� “We were both 
in a position to help out financially, fortunately�” 

But there was more than enthusiasm�

“You took the helm,” Janet said of Nancy� “She 
immediately offered a check to germinate the idea 
and that was the beginning of the boat school then 
and there�”

Today, more than 15 years later through the stone-
by-stone construction of Saturday morning meetings 
to fundraising and donations to property acquisition 
to the evolution of curriculum building and the 
painstaking help of many others through chili making, 
cookie baking and a love for the Les Cheneaux Islands, 
the Great Lakes Boat Building School stands as the 
‘cathedral’ of wooden boat building on Cedarville Bay�

“It is a wonderful way to perpetuate the history of 
wooden boats here, which is extremely important 
because we are so proud of our antique boats,” Janet 
said� “The whole concept was exciting of promoting 
the history of the Les Cheneaux Islands and the 
history of wooden boat building�”

The first few years were tough sailing, Nancy recalled, 
as most people didn’t quite understand what was 
going on with the school�

“The fund raising wasn’t mature, people who could 
have been contacted weren’t, but after five or six 
years everything seemed to smooth out and the Board 
became more coordinated,” she said�

Janet noted that it was rather ‘piece meal back then,’ 
but like any school it had to get it off the ground 
before it could start rolling�

“In retrospect it was fun though it was a little bit 
painful,” Janet said� “Because at the time we were not 
sure it would go anywhere� We wanted this concept to 
take off like a bullet but that doesn’t happen in real life�” 

And there were some rough waves to plow�

“I can remember Dave Lesh,  the first director, calling 
me and saying we were running in the red,” Janet said, 
“and could you invest another five or ten thousand�”

Joe Reid, current chairman of the Board, said there 
was a lot of transition in leadership and volunteer 
board members noting the school has had 50 board 
members in its 15 years�

“Time is the friend of a wonderful company,” Warren 
Buffet, the sage investor, said and it has steadfastly 
buoyed the growth of GLBBS�

“The Board got better and better, people were very 
enthusiastic,” Nancy added�  For Janet, who currently 
serves as a Board director, a key stabilizing point was 
the hiring of Nikki Storey as the School’s President�

“My true feelings,” she said� “It’s an important 
title because she is important� Things took off like 
clockwork� Now we can boast about various and 
sundry accomplishments and partnerships, grants 
and things we never had in the beginning�”

“We learned a lot over the last 15 years,” Nancy added� 
“I was a babe in the woods when it started�”

The Launching of GLBBS
TWO ‘ANCHORS’ THAT HELPED GLBBS SAIL

By Dave Murray

Student built Gravelly Island Skiff named Ceezil in honor of Nancy

Nancy, Janet and sister Margo
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“Or probably very naïve when you wrote that first 
check,” Janet poked at her sister�

“And I probably didn’t have any money in the bank 
either,” Nancy laughed� “It’s been very rewarding 
because it takes a long time for an organization 
or a school to get off the ground� But considering 
everything during those 15 years, I’d say it is pretty 
special� We were holding our breath in those early 
years, but now it seems almost miraculous what we 
have achieved� I would have thought maybe in 30 or 
50 years�”

For Joe, the two sisters were the anchors� “They were 
the first to donate and they have been there since day 
one and have never flinched in their support,” he said� 
“That’s quite remarkable for a little school over 15 
years� Their enthusiasm has been constant�”

Something deeper than money, however, was the 
driving force behind Janet and Nancy’s enthusiasm� 
Their love for the islands began when the Noyes family 

first visited in the early 
1900s and grew since 
their childhood when 
they journeyed the eight 
to 12 hour trek—at first 
by train and later by 
car--from Indianapolis 
to Cedarville� 

“We boarded the train 
at five in the evening 
and arrived in Mackinaw 
City at eight the next 
morning,” Nancy 

described� “I remember waking up the next morning, 
pulling down the shade in our little compartment, 
seeing the birch trees and you could almost smell it� It 
was the most exciting time�”

Then, when the family went by car, they would leave 
Indianapolis at four in the morning in order to catch 
the ferry in Mackinaw City at six that night� What 
used to be 12 hours, Nancy noted, can be driven now 
in eight�

“Maybe the way you drive,” sister Janet chided� “For 
most people it takes eight and a half hours� The speed 
limit on I75 is 75, but Nancy prefers 82�”

For Janet, the poignant memory of leaving the islands 
to go home still echoes� Nancy called it “awful�”

“I remember crying when we had to go home,” Janet 
said� “I’d cry from the time we walked on the dock at 
the island till we got into the car on the mainland�”

But it is the story of boats that is at the heart of their 
story� Nancy won the Gravelly Island skiff built by 

GLBBS students as a prize offered last summer at the 
annual Beer Bash� However, she has given it back to 
the school to possibly sell� Janet, however, discovered 
another use for it� Last summer when a prospective 
student and family were visiting, the staff used the 
skiff to give them a tour of the islands� The skiff and 
the islands tour ‘sealed the deal’ for the student, 
prompting Janet and the Board to keep the skiff to 
use as a promotional tool�

Any boat, too, needs a charming name and Janet said 
the skiff was christened, “Ceezil,” in honor of Nancy, 
and as the custom of naming a boat after a female 
figure, sometimes a goddess of the sea� However, 
“Ceezil” did not have such a mythical narrative�

“My older sister, Margo, swears our mother couldn’t 
decide to name me either Nancy or Cecilia,” Nancy said 
drolly� “Margo thought it was funny that somehow it 
evolved to Ceezil� I’ll have to speak to her� I thought 
she would say ‘Snappy�”

Janet quickly came back, “The Board thought of that, 
but everyone knows you’re snappy…in one way or 
another� I think it’s a great name for a boat, and with a 
name like that it will be really catchy�”

And Janet, too, had her eye on a catchy boat, one she 
saw docked at Mertaugh Boat Works when she was 
eight years old, called ‘Boss�’

“It was one of the most fascinating and beautiful boats 
I’d ever seen,” she said� “And I was mesmerized by it�” 

Some four decades later, she approached Tommy 
Mertaugh and asked if he and his father could build 
a duplicate of the 42 foot, 1921 Great Lakes Cruiser� 
Tommy said he’d do her one better, called up the 
owner, and enabled Janet to buy the original� And it 
still moors at Mertaugh’s, she said, as tourists like to 
have their picture taken by the boat� Summer 2021, 
“Boss” will be celebrating its 100th year�  

So history met the 
future and the future 
took on a life of its own�

“I’d encourage others 
to recognize the 
imprint we’re putting 
on the map (with 
the school),” Janet 
said� “The education 
is wonderful with 
100% employment 
placement on 
graduation� The school is well operated� Mercury 
Marine wanted to partner with us and that doesn’t 
happen to any school� We’re being recognized for 
our special talents�”

And perhaps the bigger selling point: “Come and see 
the school,” she added�  “I know that once you get your 
foot in the door, you’ll come away swooning�”

Henry Ward Beecher once said, “The ability to 
convert ideas to things is the secret of outward 
success�” Nancy Ayres and Janet Carrington put 
their money where their hearts are and the Great 
Lakes Boat Building School is a boat builder’s 
cathedral in Les Cheneaux�

Nikki Storey, School President, noted, “To hear 
Janet and Nancy speak about the Great Lakes 
Boat Building School represents the commitment 
both sisters have to their beloved Les Cheneaux 
Islands� This commitment has been adopted by our 
entire community� The sisters provided the critical 
momentum necessary for the community to drive the 
School to its success�”

In the words of Dave Murray he is “just a local resident 
who is still learning to row a little boat.” 
Thank you - Dave! 

Nancy, Janet and sister Margo

Nancy - Janet’s mom,  
and her brothers

1937 Janet and Nancy’s 
Grandpa Ayres and 
Grandpa Noyes

Boss will be celebrating it’s 100th year in 2021
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GLBBS HURON20 
  makes its Debut
By Matt Edmondon, Lead Instructor

Utility and ease of maintenance� Comfortable to 
ride in and fish from� Aesthetics� Teachability� All 
boat designs start with a wish list, and this was 
ours� Yacht designers get fancy and refer to the 
customer’s wish list as a design brief – the list 
of requirements that frame up the major points 
that create the starting point for when pen hits 
paper� For us, trainability is the most important 
feature when choosing a hull design to build in the 
Comprehensive Career Boat Building Program� We 
have had several designs over the last 15 years, and 
some have been better training aids than others� 
Taking the good traits of past projects and the 
desire of the school to have its  own signature hull, 
Huron 20 (H20) is what we came up with�

H20 started with that design brief back in the 
summer of 2018 with the goal of being the main 
project for the wood composite portion of the 
curriculum� With wood composite boats we use epoxy 
such as WEST system, plywood, and thin veneers to 
laminate a structure in the shape of a boat� Within 
this style of construction there are many variations, 
and traditionally it has been difficult to expose 
students to the different types they would commonly 
run across in a modern boatshop� 

At 20’, H20 is the perfect length for the student’s 
project; large enough for lots of hands on, small 
enough to be obtainable� The design started out as 
an Albury Brothers runabout, a traditionally strip 
planked boat from Bermuda at 19’ and change� We 
lofted the boat in 3D using Rhino, and proceeded to 
modify to fit our needs� For starters, the overall 
length was stretched to 20’ exactly� The hull is a 
round bilge, vee style which lends itself well to 
running through choppy waters, but the bottom was 
inconsistent as lofted, so the shape was modified 
slightly to become more of a true vee hull with a 
constant angle� 

The largest changes made were to the construction� 
H20 is designed to teach 4 different styles of wood 
composite construction� The bottom is planked with 
mahogany strip  planking, with a double layer of 
diagonal veneers, sheathed in fiberglass� Hull sides 
are made from glued lapstrake plywood, both for 
pleasing looks and for lightweight and low materials 
usage� Framework is made from laminated, then 
sawn, athwartship frames and plywood bulkheads, 
as well as four laminated plywood stringers running 
full length of the bottom� 

By taking advantage of 3D modeling, all structural 
parts were printed full size on frosted mylar, now 
a common way to build boats in a modern shop� The 
hull structure was put together by a group of 9 
students in just a couple of months� The new class 
of boatbuilders, having just started in September, 
are already working to apply finish and fit out the 

interior� The Marine Service Technology class will be 
assisting by designing the electrical and mechanical 
systems, and performing the engine installation� Hull 
No�1 is being fit as a center console, but the design 
lends itself to a runabout/utility layout, or even could 
be built as an inboard or sterndrive if desired� 

We are excited to see hull No�1 meet Lake Huron this 
spring, and enjoy some time on the water in the 
school’s own center console! 

Matt Edmondson is the Lead Instructor at GLBBS and 
a 2014 graduate of the Comprehensive Career Boat 
Building Program. He is responsible for the boat design 
and initial build.  

Eric Renshaw is the Comprehensive Career Boat Building 
Instructor with over 30-years of experience in the 
marine industry.  He and his students will complete the 
boat this academic year.  
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Congratulations 
   MATT STOLLE
2020 Shipmate of the Year! 

Matt, from Dayton, Ohio, has received this recognition because of his 
leadership and contributions to the School and the community over the 
course of the last year while he completed the Comprehensive Boat 
Building Program at GLBBS. In addition, Matt decided to stay at GLBBS 
and joined the first group of students entering the 2020-2021 Marine 
Service Technology Program. “Matt exemplifies the type of graduates 
we graduate from Great Lakes Boat Building School -  students who are 
well-rounded employees and community members. Matt is a great mentor 
for fellow students in his class” said Lead Instructor, Matt Edmondson.  
Congratulations on this well-deserved award, Matt!

15 Years OF ALUMNI 
Justin Acome

Brendan Adair

Paul Aghababian

Salina Ali

Augustine Bell

Justin Bensley

Will Berryhill

Sam Bibb

James Biernesser

Mark Bilhorn

Brian Boehlke

Adam Breister

Bill Bronaugh

Chad Buras

Erin Carlin

Bob Causley

Daniel Cinal

Bob Coady

Mark Collins

Rachel Conant

Thomas Cronan

Benjamin Davant

James Day

Benjamin Diamond

Chris Eastman

Matt Edmondson

Spencer Fegley

Chris Fields

Carla Foggin

Jake Ford

Nate Garvey

Lauren Gaunt

Owen Gibby

Michael Gravatt

Ed Greiner

Caleb Gulder

Geoff Hamilton

Robert Hankenhof

James Harback

Yong Heo

Sam Hoffrichter

Troy Huesdash

Mike Iseringhausen

Del Jacob

Robert “Bob” Jocks

Preston Johnson

Jonas Johnson

Virginia Jones

Ryan Kasik

Christopher Keie

Kris Kindt

Christopher Kowalski

Chris Kretch

Gordon Kwiatkowski

Joe Labadie

Jeremy LaBore

Kerry Lambertson

Joe Larochelle

Sean Libby

Jordan Luth

Bryan Madigan

Wayne Marmon

Harry Martin

Bud McIntire

Alex McMaken

Duane Mongene

Jon Moorehouse

Chris Musson

Jesse Nakfoor

James Nelson

Garrett Noyes

Grant Oliver

Kevin Pagliuca

Francis Peet

Joey Perrera

Jay Phelps

Mike Podgajski

Mark Pugh

Keith Ransom

Terry Repp

Steve Ridderman

Christopher Ritchie

William Robbins

Ryan Root

Thomas Ruddy

Ken J� Scarpace

Deb Scott

Eric Seefeld

Robert Sexmith

Nic Siefert

Brett Sima

James “Jay” Smith

Jacob Smith

Angela Stober

Corey Stockdale

Matthew Stolle

Ariana Strazdins

Danton Thon

James Turk

Brock Tyner

George VanSumeren

Kaleb Voisin

Hans Wagner

Josh Walker

Scott Webster

Bretton Wilcox

Dave Williams

Dane Wojcicki
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Fall of 2020 marks a gigantic accomplishment for 
GLBBS as we welcome the first class of students into 
our new Marine Service Technology (MST) program - 
the only one of its kind in the Great Lakes region� As 
the school marks its 15th year, we are proud of what 
we have been able to offer the graduates of the 
wooden boat program in the form of education and 
opportunities in the marine industry� As we move 
forward to our next 15 years, we look to build on our 
foundation of success in boatbuilding and expand the 
opportunities for our students by adding programs 
such as the new MST, and enhance those programs 
with partnerships such as Mercury Marine and 
American Boat and Yacht Council (ABYC), to make our 
graduates as effective as they can be�

We aim to accomplish this goal of effective marine 
technicians in the MST program by following the 
objectives and outcomes developed by the school’s 
Program Advisory Board, and based on current 
industry trends and needs� Like our Comprehensive 
Career Boat Building program, the MST program 
follows an aggressive schedule of 12 month, year 
round training broken into three semesters� 
The first semester is focused on fundamentals; 
introduction to engine operation, electrical, shop 
safety and boatyard operations, and employee skills� 
The second semester focuses on marine engines 
and drives, with curriculum provided predominantly 

by Mercury Marine focusing on outboard power� The 
third semester is dedicated to non-engine systems, 
diving heavily into electrical, plumbing, electronics, 
and HVAC systems for boats� The curriculum is 
driven mainly by ABYC standards and US Coast Guard 
regulations in the third semester� 

In the first 
semester, we 
have jumped 
right into the 
basics of boatyard 
operations; 
students have 
practiced boat 
docking techniques, 
trailering, and 
understanding 

workflow in a typical marine business� Students are 
learning four stroke engine basics by rebuilding a 
series of marine engines including a Graymarine for 
the boat building program’s restoration project, and 
also a pair of MerCruiser 5�7s� Using mockups for 
repeatable training aids is a large part of the new 
program - one example is the use of our sterndrive 
mockup, which is the back 4 feet of a 1980s Regal, 
fully functional and able to run in our new test tank� 
With mockups like this, we are able to have each 
individual student practice maintenance, winterizing 
and commissioning, and replacement of common 
parts as they would be found inside a real boat� 

The MST program is made possible by our new 
partnership with Mercury Marine, who is providing 
our students with products to practice on and 
access to their online learning, allowing a student 
at GLBBS to obtain a Mercury technician ID number 
and pursue training in outboard, sterndrive, or 

inboard certification� Additionally, our continuing 
partnership with ABYC allows students to study for 
and test into up to five ABYC certifications, providing 
a student with massive advantages as they move 
into the workforce� 

As our focus is set squarely on providing the best 
education for our students, we place a high priority 
on being attentive to the needs of the marine 
industry as a whole� We are confident that our MST 
class of ‘21 will be ready to meet the challenges 
waiting for them on the other side� 

As the Lead Instructor, Matt Edmondson has worked 
alongside the Program Advisory Board to develop the 
Marine Service Technology program.  Congratulations 
Matt on implementing the new program! 

MARINE SERVICE TECHNOLOGY PROGRAM KICKS OFF
By Matt Edmondson, Lead Instructor 

Matt Edmondson
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MERCURY MARINE EXCLUSIVE PARTNERSHIP
By Nick VanNocker

Mercury University 
is excited to be 
partnering with 
Great Lakes Boat 
Building School on 
the development of 
the Marine Services 
Technology Program� 

This program will assist in expanding technical 
knowledge on our product in a very important region 
in the United States, where we have a large amount 
of dealers in need of qualified marine technicians� 
Mercury Marine has over 8,000 active dealers, 
OEM’s and government agencies contracted in North 
America looking for skilled technicians� 

Mercury University provides a comprehensive 
technical training curriculum on our Outboard, 
MerCruiser, Inboard and Diesel products� We have 
over 27,000 active users globally in our Learning 
Management System� We offer online training 
through our M-TEK series, E-Skills, Distance 
Learning, and new this year is our JAM virtual 
classroom� We have several training locations 
nationwide including Georgia, Texas, Wisconsin, New 

Hampshire and Florida, and locations in Langley, 
Midland and Laval Canada�

This partnership is very meaningful to our dealers 
and customers as the marine market has seen 
a rapid growth during COVID-19� Consumers find 
boating as a safe way to social distance during 
the pandemic, while still enjoying recreation� The 
increase in the marine market means more boats 
will need to be maintained and serviced, putting 
a strain on an already depleted technician career 
field� It is our job, as a marine manufacturing 
company, to partner with highly qualified institutions 
who develop and train the next generation of marine 
technicians, who will maintain and service our 
product for the expanding marine market� 

Mercury University is excited about our partnership 
with Great Lakes Boat Building School� We look 
forward to growing with the school in the future�

Nick VanNocker is the Training Technology Manager 
with Mercury Marine who has been instrumental in the 
exclusive partnership established with GLBBS. Nick now 
serves on the GLBBS Program Advisory Board. A special 
thanks to Nick, for the guidance and support you have 
provided as we have implemented the Marine Service 
Technology program. 

Nick VanNocker

GREAT LAKES
BOAT BUILDING SCHOOL

A Marine Trades Institution
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GREAT LAKES
BOAT BUILDING SCHOOL

A Marine Trades Institution

15 YEARS
  Recognizing 15 Alumni

Benjamin Diamond | 2019
Lyman Morse
“I have done composites and glass work, traditional 
hull and deck work, built cabinetry, and moved boats� 
Be a generalist for now, it offers you a big picture view 
of how the task fits into the project overall, employers 
enjoy that� The GLBBS Work Ethic is noticed� I’ve gotten 
a lot of compliments on my pace�”

Bretton Wilcox | 2019
M.E. Yacht Restorations
“GLBBS pumps a lot of knowledge and training into 
12 months, from lofting, to mold making, propulsion 
courses, general knowledge of how boats operate, 
installing equipment, wiring, finishing, and so much 
more� I went from knowing very little to knowing a 
vast amount about the nature of boats, woods, and 
marinas all in a one-year span�”

Caleb Gulder | 2016
Torch Lake Classics 
“The most job specific skill, hard to find elsewhere, 
was lofting� Thoroughly understanding the process of 
lofting and lining off a boat gave me the eye I neededto 
be confident when building new parts for a boat that 
was too far gone to even have pattern pieces�”

Chris Ritchie | 2017
Whiskey Plank Tours
“I was running at 110 mph before attending GLBBS� 
Restoring and building boats was truly the by-product 
of learning patience and critical thinking, which gave 
me the confidence to start my own business in the 
wooden boat industry�”

Corey Stockdale | 2019
Maritime Classics
“We always have boats coming in and out� Some are 
extremely rare and I might never see one like that 
again� The reward in the end is amazing� You bring 
a lifeless boat back to an amazing condition and it 
doesn’t get much better than that�”

Eric Seefeld | 2013
Seefeld Boatworks
“While building/restoring boats is a physical endeavor 
it’s an intellectual challenge too born out through your 
body and hands� Plenty of space was given to allow the 
opportunity to live through the process, failures and 
successes� A big part of learning happens slowly as 
you do the work and gain understanding�”
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GREAT LAKES
BOAT BUILDING SCHOOL

A Marine Trades Institution

Erin Carlin | 2015
Michigan Maritime Museum
“Upon graduation I was hired as a Shipwright for 
Michigan Maritime Museum to restore a historically 
significant skiff� I now teach wood shop related class 
at Gobles Schools� GLBBS taught me both patience and 
perseverance in my work�”

Francis Peet | 2018
Macatawa Bay Boat Works
“GLBBS prepares you by giving you a grand knowledge 
of many boat construction processes both basic 
and complex� Restoration is such a large part of the 
industry in Michigan and knowing the ins and outs of 
the process has been invaluable to me�”

Jon Moorehouse | 2019
Irish Boat Shop
“GLBBS prepared me by familiarizing me with the 
terminology and lingo of boats, boat parts, and the 
industry� Even though I am in a broader environment 
that deals with more than boat building, the steps I 
learned at the school are easily relatable and have 
provided me with a solid base of information from 
which to draw�”

Kaleb Voisin | 2018
Ramsey Brothers Restoration
“The biggest benefit about attending GLBBS is that 
you learn many different ways to work on boats and 
different types of construction, how to install engines, 
and complete quality finish work� I am proud of what 
I learned at GLBBS and how I am able to use it at 
Ramsey Brothers/Dart Boat Company today, to make 
and restore the highest quality classic boats�”

Lauren Gaunt | 2016
Chesapeake Bay Maritime Museum
“GLBBS provides an amazing learning experience� You 
work hands-on every day, and there’s always a new 
challenge to work out� GLBBS gave me the confidence 
and preparation to lead my own woodworking and boat 
building classes� The education I received was key to 
introducing a new generation of students to the craft 
of boat building�”

Matt Edmondson | 2014
Reuben Smith’s Tumblehome
“A valuable employee has skill and knowledge in 
building a boat from stem to stern� GLBBS taught me 
to be a problem solver and be able to apply different 
approaches� The industry is constantly changing, and 
you must be flexible and adaptable� There is no one 
way, each boat is unique�”

Ryan Kasik | 2009
Irish Boat Shop
“The skills you learn at GLBBS will be valuable to you 
after graduation� Continue to challenge yourself to 
learn more and expand your knowledge within the 
industry� At Irish Boat Shop, the most important thing 
is to be diversified and willing� All the technicians work 
on a variety of projects throughout the seasons which 
require wide ranging skills�“

Sam Hoffrichter | 2017
EJ Mertaugh Boatworks
“GLBBS taught me the fine arts of woodworking� I 
learned to trust my instincts on projects and believe 
that I’m doing things the correct way� I’m very happy 
I attended GLBBS, it showed me what I wanted to do in 
life and gave me the training I needed to pursue it!”

Scott Webster | 2018
Macatawa Boatworks
“The competence of all facets of the school and the 
people in it blew my mind� People that cared about 
me and taught me a tremendous amount� I went on 5 
job interviews and had 5 job offers� It was a mind-
blowing time� This whole thing led me down the path to 
something I love so much�“
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Highfield Foundation: Brandon Ellis

Les Cheneaux Historical Association: Greg Simon

Charles Mott Foundation: James Hummelsund

Tommy Mertaugh Memorial Fund: Kevin Flood

RPM Foundation: Michael Latsch

RPM Foundation: Michael Lehmkuhle

2020-21 Scholarship Awards

Thank you to our generous 
      scholarship supporters

GREAT LAKES
BOAT BUILDING SCHOOL

A Marine Trades Institution
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DUKE HARDING MEMORIAL
 ENDOWED SCHOLARSHIP
By Elizabeth Harding-Gold

We are pleased to announce students Brendan Adair 
(‘20) and Chris Keie (‘20) as the 2020 recipients of The 
Duke Harding Memorial Scholarship Fund. 

Established in 2014 in memory of longtime summer 
resident, Frank “Duke'' Harding, The Duke Harding 
Memorial Scholarship Fund was created by the 
Harding family with the hope that it would serve to 
help attract passionate students to GLBBS and to 
empower them to pursue careers in boat building�

Martha Harding, Duke’s widow, said, “Duke was 
supportive of the idea of the school from the 

get-go� He would be well pleased to witness GLBBS's 
accreditation and growth� Mostly, he would have 
loved to take some of the courses himself and 
to swap boating stories with the students who 
share his affinity for wooden boats� Duke loved this 
community and loved his 1954 Lyman, Porcupine II, 
which was on the water in the Les Cheneaux once 
again this summer, filled with an assortment of 
Duke’s seven grandchildren�”

Duke’s daughters, Kate Lincoln and Elizabeth Gold 
agree, “The match between our dad’s memory and 
the GLBBS could not be more perfect� His heart was 
in the Les Cheneaux Islands� We’ve had the pleasure 
of meeting and hearing from past recipients about 
how impactful the scholarship is to achieving a 
successful career in the maritime industry� We are 
grateful to our family and friends who’ve donated 
so generously to the scholarship in past years�  We 
look forward to following the careers of the 2020 
recipients and the effective legacy of the Duke 
Harding Memorial Scholarship�”

In addition to Brendan Adair and Chris Keie, past 
recipients of the scholarship include Danton Thon (‘15), 
Samuel Hoffrichter (‘16) and Jonas Johnson (‘17)�

If you are interested in supporting the Duke 
Harding Memorial scholarship fund or establishing 
a scholarship or memorial, please contact GLBBS at 
(906) 484-1081 or nikki�storey@glbbs�edu�  
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Boatyard BashBoatyard BashBoatyard Bash CELEBRATING 15 YEARS SINCE 
THE SCHOOL’S FOUNDING

THANK YOU FOR JOINING US AT THE 
GRAND-REOPENING OF GLBBS AND 

THE NEWLY RENOVATED MARINE 
SERVICE TECHNOLOGY SHOP
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2020 CREWMEMBERS 
OF THE YEAR
Mike & Laurel Jellison

WELCOME 
Eric Renshaw

Eric Renshaw
Instructor – Comprehensive Career Boat Building Program

We’re excited to introduce you to Eric Renshaw�  Eric’s passion for boats started at the 
young age of 4 and only grew from there�  At the age of 19, Eric founded Prestige Wooden 
Yachts which eventually grew out of a 2-car garage into a 10,000 square foot shop with 
seven employees over the years and morphed into Traditional Marine Services as he 
expanded and adapted�  Over the years, Eric managed to build and restore almost 300 

wood boats, sail and power�  His passion for his trade has caught the attention of the Associated Press, launching a series 
of articles in almost every major newspaper, a couple of television spots and was featured on Paul Harvey� He brings over 
30 years of experience and a broad range of skills and knowledge to GLBBS�  

Congratulations to our 2020 Crewmembers of the Year, Mike 
and Laurel Jellison�  Mike and Laurel were selected by GLBBS 
to receive this award for their ongoing commitment and 
volunteerism to the School over the past eight years�  They 
have given their time and energy at events including student 
graduations, new student picnics, Christmas celebrations, 
Beerfest and more!  Mike and Laurel are always there to lend a 
hand, whether it is assembling mailing packets or organizing a 
large event, such as Boatyard Bash� 

We are so grateful for volunteers like Mike and Laurel�  We love 
to know what makes them give back so much of their time to 
volunteering�  “The students� Getting to know the students is 
likely the best part of volunteering and knowing that what we 
do is impactful to their productivity and success,” said Mike 
and Laurel�  When we asked Mike and Laurel why they volunteer 
so much of their time to the School specifically, they said 
they do it because they “know that the school’s success has a 
profound effect on the local economy�”

Congratulations Mike and Laurel!  We are so fortunate to have you 
on our “Crew”.
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Malcho Memorial
        FUNDS STUDENT DISPLAYS
Spring 2020, Great Lakes Boat Building School (GLBBS) lost its 
dedicated friend and Treasurer Greg Malcho� Greg’s wife Beth 
and children Amy, Brent and Matt agreed GLBBS would be the 
most fitting organization to memorialize Greg�   With Greg’s 
family taking the lead, new student wall displays were created 
and hung in honor of Greg and his service to GLBBS� Thank you 
to the many family and friends who generously supported this 
project in Greg’s memory�  

Adam & Sue Cheslin

Alisa & Greg Bohn

Brian & Mary Mooney

Bud McIntire

Camilla Wakeman

Christy Family

Curtis & Christina Vaught

Daniella Brown (Marcuzzi)

David & Deb St� Onge

David and Linda Parlin

David Wallace

Donald Moore - Rebelyn 
Dev� Group

Douglas & Jane Ann Bottomley

Eddie & Shawna Pireh

Edmond & Cynthia Haslem

Ethel Seiberling Fox

Geoffrey & Tammy Taylor

George, Danielle, Caitlin, 
Hallie and

Mckayla Meehan

Gerald & Dawn Murray

Holly Ringer

James & Melissa Rainear

Jim & Teri Hunter

John & Judy Santeiu

John & Marilyn Ruttenberg

Jon & Christine Krempel

Kathy Radatz

Kenneth and Suzanne Drenth

Kevin & Anne Ellis

Kyle & Jeffrey King

Leonard & Mary Jean Cusick

Lynda Bancroft Trust

Marcia McGregor - 
McGregor Living Trust

Margaret Laubert

Margaret McGee & Jo Waleman

Mark & Pamela Johnson

Mary Schutte

Michelle Seward

Nancy Van Deusen

Patrick & Abigail Cudney

Paul & Moira Wilson

Richard & Jeanne Storm

Richard & Margaret Nash

Ronald & Gayle Mitchell

Rose Marie Frazer

Scott & Janice Thibodeau

Sue Anderson

Sue Barnhill

Thomas & Karen Flood

Thomas & Mary Collins

Tony and Betsy VanDeusen/Roe

Vanja & Daniela Cemalovic

Wilma Degnon
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PLANNING FOR THE FUTURE OF GLBBS PROGRAMS
By Tom May

A strategic plan is an 
important tool for an 
organization and is 
used to communicate 
goals, the actions 
needed to achieve 
those goals, and any 
related risks� Last 

year the Board of Directors formed the Strategic 
Planning Subcommittee to develop and maintain a 
plan for the school�

The school has two primary goals: (1) educate 
students and (2) maintain financial stability� The 
Strategic Planning subcommittee has identified seven 
milestones, which are deemed critical in achieving 
these primary goals over the next five years�

Milestone 1: Enroll 50 Students
The school aims to steadily increase student 
enrollment over the next five years by expanding 
capacity of existing programs and, introduction of at 
least one new education program�

Milestone 2: Hire Sufficient Staff/Faculty
In the past, finding and retaining qualified staff 

members has been a challenge� The school will need 
additional administrative and educational staff as 
the student body grows� 

Milestone 3: Secure Sufficient Student Housing
All students will require housing, so quality and 
availability of housing is an important factor for 
prospective students� The school is pursuing 
community-driven solutions to this problem�

Milestone 4: Secure Sufficient Facilities
The current school building is insufficient to 
accommodate the planned program expansion and 
expected growth in student enrollment, so additional 
facilities are needed�

Milestone 5: Increase Revenue to 
Attain Financial Sustainability
Operational expenses will increase with the expected 
growth in student enrollment� To offset this cost, 
additional sources of funding will be pursued 
including grants and commercial sponsorships�

Milestone 6: Decrease Reliance on Donations
As student enrollment grows, the primary source of 
revenue will shift from donations

to student tuition� The financial gifts from our 
generous supporters will continue to be a vital 
component of the school’s annual revenue�

Milestone 7: Introduce/Support 
Three Educational Programs
The school currently provides two programs: 
Comprehensive Career Boat Building and Marine 
Service Technology� The school will rely heavily on 
our Program Advisory Board to recommend future 
educational offerings�

The Board of Directors is confident this strategic plan 
will lead to great success for GLBBS� As with any great 
plan, the Board will be monitoring the efforts regularly 
to adapt and change as needed� We appreciate your 
support of Great Lakes Boat Building School!

Tom joined the board in 2017 and serves as the 
Strategic Planning Committee Chair. After graduating 
from the University of Michigan, Tom worked at Ford, 
Motorola and Johnson Controls before co-founding 
MedHub, an internet-based medical education 
management system. Tom now spends his summers on 
La Salle Island with his family.

Tom May

GREAT LAKES
BOAT BUILDING SCHOOL

A Marine Trades Institution
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Donations In Kind 2020
Bergman Marine - Mike Downey:  Marine equipment

Carmeuse Lime & Stone :  Parking Lot Gravel

Cedarville Marine:  4 - Mercury Outboard motors

Patrick Donovan:  12' O'Day  Sailboat

Jane French:  Baked Goods 

James Lagowski:  15’ Coronado Boat with Trailer

Larry Gakle:  1966 Skiff Craft

Dave Gough:  25 H�P� outboard

Daniel House:  Passagemaker Dinghy

Andy James:  1995 Sea Doo

Jeff Leland:  19' Annapolis Wherry

Marguerite Long:  U�S� Yacht Paint

Tom May:    Boat kits for children's giveaways and steering 
wheel center covers with logos

Melissa McCullough:  15' Precision Sailboat

Mercury/Disney:  8 engines, 7 lower units and stand, 3 Rolling Outboards

Mike & Rose Miller:  17' Four Winns

Paul and Robin Pendery:  Gardening Supplies

Rob & Kerri Ross:  40 H�P� Johnson Outboard

Craig Silverton:  1955 Chris Craft

Carl Terhaar:  Photography Services

Steve Tuzinoeski:  Learning Resources

Sue Wilson:  13' Beetlecat Wood Boat

Thank You  
McCullough Family
The Great Lakes Boat Building School and its Board of Directors 
wish to express a most sincere thank you to the Bruce and Jeanne 
McCullough family for a most generous gift through the family trust�  

Thank you, 
Joseph Reid 
Chairman of the Board

INTERESTED IN 
INCLUDING

Great Lakes Boat 
Building School 

IN YOUR ESTATE 
PLANNING? 

Naming Great Lakes Boat Building School (GLBBS) in your estate plan 
will create a long lasting legacy benefiting students for a lifetime� 
Including GLBBS in your estate plan will also reduce the value of your 
estate and the corresponding estate tax bill, when applicable�  Some 
strategies provide income while you are living while bequeathing the 
remainder to a charity or non-profit�  Contact your estate planning 
attorney or financial advisor to help you implement a strategy which 
works best for you� If you’d like to discuss including GLBBS in your 
estate, please contact GLBBS at (906) 484-1081 or nikki�storey@
glbbs�edu� 

GREAT LAKES
BOAT BUILDING SCHOOL

A Marine Trades Institution
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the
of fifteenPOWER

HAVE YOU HEARD? GLBBS IS CELEBRATING 15 YEARS!
15 YEARS OF SKILLED GRADUATES  15 YEARS OF BEAUTIFUL BOATS

15 YEARS OF LIFE-LONG FRIENDSHIPS

To honor and celebrate our 15th anniversary, GLBBS is offering you a chance to win a 15HP 
Mercury Fourstroke outboard engine� Sign up for a monthly recurring gift of $15 or more in 
2020 and you will be entered in a drawing** for the chance to win a short shaft, electronic 
ignition, tiller steer, 99LBS dry weight - Mercury Fourstroke engine� MSRP $3,300

To sign up for recurring gifts visit glbbs�edu/powerof15 or call (906) 484-1081�  15% of 
all recurring gifts established in 2020 will be designated for student scholarships�  

THANK YOU FOR FIFTEEN AMAZING YEARS!

**Drawing will take place December 31, 2020 at 11:59 pm�

New Tax Provisions 
CAN IMPACT YOUR CHARITABLE GIVING IN 2020

By Daniel Totonchi
Our nation is facing 
a difficult health 
crisis that has deeply 
impacted individuals 
and organizations of 
all types�  In response 
congress passed the 

Coronavirus Aid, Relief and Economic Security (CARES) 
Act in March of 2020�  The provisions in the law may 
influence your charitable giving strategy in 2020�

Charitable Gifts
There are two noteworthy changes impacting 
2020 charitable contributions in the CARES Act� 
The first change allows taxpayers who do not 
itemize their returns to take a $300 “above-
the-line” tax deduction�  The second change is 
much more material� Only available in 2020, the 
60% of Adjusted Gross Income (AGI) limitation for 
charitable gifts has been removed� Historically, you 
could only gift up to 60% of your AGI and any gift 
above that amount would be carried forward for up 
to 5 years� For 2020, you can gift cash up to 100% 
of your AGI; anything above that is carried forward 
for five years�  There are a few limitations�  Consult 
with your professional advisors for information 
specific to your individual situation�

Retirement Accounts
The CARES Act also makes temporary changes 
to the distribution requirements for individual 
retirement accounts (IRA)� Typically, an IRA owner 

is required to take required minimum distributions 
(RMD) from a retirement account when that owner 
reaches a certain age (either 70 ½ or 72 years of 
age)� The CARES Act waives the requirement for 
IRA owners to take RMDs in 2020� This temporary 
easing will potentially help retirement accounts 
recover from steep stock market losses in the 
first quarter�

In normal years, IRA owners who must take RMDs, 
but would rather not, can choose to direct up to 
$100,000 of their RMD to charitable organizations� 
These direct payments are known as qualified 
charitable distributions (QCD)� Many IRA owners 
choose to make QCDs because it enables them 
to make charitable gifts directly from their 
retirement accounts while potentially keeping 
them in a lower tax bracket�  Although RMDs 
are not required in 2020, taxpayers over 70 ½ 
may continue to make a QCD from their IRA up to 
$100,000 this year�

Here are a couple of strategies to consider in 2020 
and 2021 if you want to leverage a QCD from your 
IRA� First, you may want to postpone your QCD in 
2020 and double up your QCD in 2021�  For example, 
suppose you must take a $100,000 RMD in a typical 
tax year and make $50,000 in IRA QCDs each year�  
You may want to skip your IRA QCD in 2020 and 
make two $50,000 QCDs in January and December 
2021 avoiding taxation of your RMD altogether�

Second, because the 60% AGI limitation for 
charitable gifts has been removed this year, a 
taxpayer can in effect make a tax-free rollover of 
any amount to charity in 2020 from their IRA�  They 
could take a taxable withdrawal from an IRA and 
give the cash to a public charity� This would offset 
the income completely by the charitable deduction, 
regardless of the amount� Other than in 2020, the 
only way to transfer a large IRA to charity without 
tax was at death by beneficiary designation�  This 
can make more sense than gifting appreciated 
stock from taxable accounts�  Appreciated stock 
in taxable accounts benefit from more favorable 
capital gains tax rates vs the ordinary income 
rates of IRA distributions�  Also, beneficiaries 
inheriting assets outside of IRAs tend to have 
better lifetime tax outcomes�

Clearly, the new law presents unique charitable 
gifting opportunities in 2020�  If you are 
considering utilizing these strategies as it relates 
to charitable donations to GLBBS or charitable 
giving in general, it is important that you consult 
your professional advisors to discuss personal 
options as it applies to your specific situation�

Daniel Totonchi is the Development Committee Chair 
of the Board of Directors. Dan is a Certified Financial 
Planner and a Forbes top ranked Wealth Management 
Advisor. He lives in Bloomfield Hills, Michigan with 
his wife Amy and sons Brian and Jack. When he’s not 
in the Detroit area, you can find him in the Eastern 
Upper Peninsula in the Les Cheneaux Islands.

Daniel Totonchi
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TO ACHIEVE GREAT LAKES BOAT BUILDING SCHOOL MISSION AND VISION 
THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS, FACULTY AND STAFF WILL:

 Provide students exceptional, hands-on instruction focused on the broad knowledge and 
skills required for careers in the maritime industry� 

 Inspire students to seek mastery of craft and technical skill as future workforce leaders�

 Instill employer identified soft skills to ensure graduate success in the workplace�

 Respect student time and financial resources by offering an intensive curriculum� 

 Hire highly qualified faculty with notable industry experience� 

 Deliver outstanding career and job placement services�

 Recognize and strengthen the school’s foundational 
 community and industry partnerships�

Mission
Great Lakes Boat Building School 

prepares students for rewarding 
careers in the marine industry� 

Vision
To be the leader in marine workforce 

development in the Great Lakes region�

Board of Directors
Joseph Reid

Chair

Katherine Tassier 
Secretary

Christopher Gutowski 
Treasurer

Patrick Schuster 
Executive Committee Chair

Donald Moore  
Audit Committee Chair

Tom May 
Strategic Planning Committee Chair

Daniel Totonchi 
Development Committee Chair

Jason Dunn 
Boat Sales Committee Chair

Janet Carrington 
Director

David Crockett 
Director

Jessica Fusco 
Director

GREAT LAKES
BOAT BUILDING SCHOOL

A Marine Trades Institution

CONNECT WITH US!
485 S Meridian St� - Cedarville, MI 49719

www�glbbs�edu  I  906�484�1081 

To Our Students

485 S� Meridian Rd�
Cedarville, MI  49719  
906-484-1081
www�glbbs�edu

Electronic Service Requested

COMMITMENT


